From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 10:58 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Keep Blue Mountains Airfield commercial free Ref No. 602686

Attn: Department of Industry
Re: Medlow Bath Airfield Submission

To Whom It May Concern,

I am a long term resident of The Blue Mountains and been lucky enough to be employed up here for all of
it, most of this time in tourism. | understand how important tourism is to the Blue Mountains but how vital it
Is that this is balanced with protecting the National Park, the World Heritage listing and the people who live
up here.

The airstrip at Medlow Bath is of course attractive to tourist operators but is unlikely to create an increased
tourist demand to the area just another attraction for people already up here to enjoy. It would definitely
increase noise, pollution and negatively impact the quiet lifestyle people enjoy here and probably pose a risk
to World Heritage listing.

Even ignoring those reasons the fact that the airstrip is on Crown Land should mean that it is precluded from
exploitation of commercial operators looking for a quick profit. I also think that this land should be
transferred to the National Park and protected forever with the one proviso of keeping the airstrip
operational for emergency use only. | had friends lose houses in bushfires and the ability to have use of this
airstrip could help mitigate these tragedies.

Please don’t allow short term commercial interests to take precedence over the natural environment.

Yours sincerely,



From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 1:20 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Katoomba Airfield submission

Dear Madam or Sir
As tourists to the area, my family members object to this public land and surrounding airspace being used for
commercial purposes.

In consultation with the Traditional Owners, this Crown land and use of air space should be transferred to the
National Park so that it is preserved forever.

Keep a working dirt strip at the site for emergency use only.

A cultural heritage study and cultural heritage management plan is required in consultation with the Traditional
Owners.

Regards

viooie: I



From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 3:21 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Ref No 602686

We note that the proposed lessees of the Katoomba Airfield state that helicopters and aircraft will not
be flying over built up areas presumably to minimise noise and visual impacts. This proposed benefit
has a cost for others. The blue line on maps tabled at community consultation meetings shows that the
fight path from the airport passes to the northwest along the Grose Valley. This is a prime location for
bushwalking and other outdoor activities. Bushwalking attracts many people to the Upper Blue
Mountains and participants will be impacted upon visually and audibly by increased helicopter and light
aircraft traffic.

From the airfield towards the North West, any increase in helicopter or light plane traffic impinges on
the following areas:

e The iconic Grand Canyon Track is under 1km from the airfield. Noise generated at takeoff and
landing approaches would affect the experience of those walking in this area

e The Blue Mountains are a premier destination in Australia for canyoning. The track to Juggler
Canyon is opposite the airfield. Arethusa Canyon, Alpheus Canyon, Fortress Canyon, Butterbox
Canyon, David Crevasse, Orunga Canyon, Dalpura Canyon, Birrabang Canyon, Koombamba
Canyon, Wotta Canyon, Better Offer Canyon, Yileen Canyon and Hat Hill Canyon are all within
two kilometres of the proposed flight path. Rick Jamieson's Canyons near Sydney, 5"Edition, is
a guide to around 100 of the Blue Mountains more accessible canyons. It is sold at Blue
Mountains outdoor activity shops and at the NPWS Centre at the end of Govetts Leap Road. A
significant increase in traffic on the proposed flight path has a potential impact on the
experience in 15% of accessible canyons if sound levels are not minimised or eliminated.

e The sides of the Grose valley are the sites of a large variety of lookouts. Many are easily
accessible by tourists in their cars, primarily Evans Lookout, Govetts Leap Lookout, Pulpit Rock,
Perry's Lookdown and Anvil Rock. Paths along the edge of the Grose from Evans to Pulpit Rock
exploit a cliff edge location with stupendous views. Walkers access views in the valley at Baltzer
Lookout, Lockleys Pylon, Mt Banks and Fortress Ridge. At the magnificent lookout of Anvil Rock,
the views along three arms of the bottle shaped Grose Valley with the tower blocks of Sydney
visible on a clear day are unrivalled. Helicopters and other aircraft will fly almost over the top of
this lookout.

e The bottom of the Grose Valley is the site of a remote camp site. Paths lead to the bottom of
the valley, through the Blue Gum forest and on to Mount Victoria. Perry's Lookdown, Rodriguez
Pass, the Horse Track and Pierces Pass all lead walkers into and out of the valley. Mt Banks
overlooking the Grose Valley and the site of the one of the Blue Mountains largest cliff faces
could become a large echo chamber magnifying any sound.

The birthplace of the Blue Mountains National Park is the Blue Gum forest below Mt Banks. Almost 100
years ago, a group of bushwalkers intervened before trees were cleared to establish a walnut
plantation.

The NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service makes the following comment about this special place:

The historical and natural significance of the mighty Blue Gum Forest can't be understated. It's
spoken of in hushed tones by those who know of it, and once seen, is never forgotten.

Situated in Grose Valley, in the World Heritage-listed Blue Mountains National Park, this stand of
magnificent eucalypts is a fine example of closed forest. A haven for birds and wildlife, it was saved
from the axe by bushwalkers in the 1930s. These intrepid nature-lovers pooled resources and bought
the forest to preserve it for future generations.

(https://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/things-to-do/historic-buildings-places/blue-gum-forest)
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Any increase in volume of traffic along the Grose Valley has the potential to have an impact on the
area's conservation values and, in particular, on those of us who enjoy bushwalking and other outdoor
activities. That impact needs to be managed so that it is minimised or made virtually non- existent.

This activity will also affect the neighbouring Megalong, Kanimbla and Jamison valleys, areas in which
our club regularly conducts activities.

President
On behalf of

Upper Blue Mountains Bushwalking Club Inc



From:

Sent: Thursday, 11 July 2019 1:21 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Katoomba Airfield

This public land should not be opened up to commercial use, rather it should be incorporated into the
national park. The airstrip should be for emergency use only.

Mobile contact: _



From:

Sent: Tuesday, 16 July 2019 9:50 PM

To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: 602686

Hello,

vy nome - I I I

| have been resident in Blackheath for nearly three years now. One of the things that | love most about
where | live is the fact that there is not much noise pollution, the silence is literally golden to me. So lam
writing to state my objection to the proposed commercialisation of Katoomba Airfield. How anyone can
think that it is a sensible idea to lease a part of crown land to a private concern so they can make some
profit from a noise polluting, air quality polluting, petroleum based enterprise is just beyond me. | am
quite literally flabbergasted that in this day and age, someone thought it a great idea to put profit before
people and the environment in this way.

We live in a WORLD HERITAGE listed area, that literally millions of people flock to every year, to find a
sense of connection to nature, to hear the wind and the birds and waterfalls and to experience the very
essence of what it is like to be free and wild, something we should all be able to do when we need to, an
antidote to the constant drone of technology and engines EVERYWHERE ELSE, whether on the road or in
the sky. The experience of having a truly genuine sense of solitude and peace anywhere in the mountains
will be devastated if we allow more aircraft to be taking off and landing in Katoomba. There is nothing
worse than trying to escape it all and going for a bush walk and hearing planes roaring or droning
overhead. Allowing this lease so a tiny minority of people can obtrusively invade and diminish the
experience of millions of other people is WRONG.

The airstrip should be incorporated into the WORLD HERITAGE national park to protect it from this and
further grubby, little grasps at greed and the airstrip kept for emergencies only, as it has been. We should
be doing everything in our power to make sure that this place is protected for future generations to
appreciate as we have been privileged enough to do so.

Just because we can commercialise everything it does not mean that we should, there are thousands of
good people living here in the mountains who are striving to make this a better place to live with a sense
of community and belonging, a friendly place to be, which is also a reason why millions of people visit here
every year, pouring millions of dollars into the coffers. To stamp all over those people in an effort to make
some sordid financial gain is just wrong, distasteful, cheap and absolutely not a fair go. In fact when |
really think about it, | find it disgusting.

And the fact that the company are keeping quiet about the flight paths and the numbers of flights speaks
volumes about their intentions. Trying to deceive us from the outset and the fact that they are churning
out the spin and claiming to be environmentally friendly by planting lots of trees whilst they are going to
be burning fossil fuel and polluting our environment is kidding no one. They are not in it for a love of the
environment, they are in it for the profit, without which, they would not be here.

| just hope that you can see sense and see what an awful idea this really is at heart. In a age of
environmental desperation, more burning of fossil fuels and more noise pollution and more air pollution is



not something we should be allowing in our National Parks, they are National Parks for a good reason and

this flies in the face of reason.

Regards,



From:

Sent: Sunday, 14 July 2019 4:18 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Your Ref. 602686 No to Fly blue.

No commercial lease for Katoomba Airfield because there is no control into the future about where and
how often .

The thumping noise from a helicopter at 1000 Ft. will gradually destroy what the blue mountains is all
about. The tranquility of nature.

Current tourist industry will decline. Fly blue selfishly do not care about

Tourism at ground level for the average people who cannot afford them.

They chase the international dollar.

This airfield can be supported as part of the National Park..

There are government funds available for that purpose.

Fire fighting helicopters do not need expensive infrastructure.

It will be sufficient for Emergency use and Bush fire operations.

The local fixed wing club must rely upon user pays support. as it now does.

Too much is unknown about how much the noise will impact Flore and fauna over time.
Community participation has been extremely in adequate.

No attempt at providing an Environmental Impact Statement.

Only deceitful non disclosure by Fly Blue , therefore great suspicion about

the real backers behind this proposal and there commercial motivation.

Max. profit and then more of the same when the lease is sold on.

No realistic ongoing control. Every time they break the regulations

" Sorry but it was a safety issue"

You must simply say NO to avoid Big trouble from the Mountain

Community and certain legal and media action which will investigate the history of the Larsons
including with whom they worked and there indifference to the impact of past actions upon others.
The truth will come out.

Yours Truly

The seekers of silence who got here first.



From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 1:56 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: (LX 602686)

Dear Sir/Madam,

vty name i [
| am currently vice president of t .
| served with We saw a great deal of action as a result |

have PTSD.

If I hear a loud bang with no warning | go into shock, and even more the sound of helicopters puts me immediately
on duty. Hair on the back of the neck, standing up! Also on the arms with a haunting sense of expectation.

The proposed flying of helicopters in our area would be a disaster for myself and my wife. We live on_
- next to the National Park. My wife searched for years to find a quiet peaceful place to live. Our current
location serves this desire.

Because of my condition | sleep in later than the average and an early morning disturbance would not start my day
well. | hope there is serious consideration being put to the proposal for the helicopters.

Yours sincerely,

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

EI Virus-free. www.avg.com



From:

Sent: Wednesday, 10 July 2019 1:26 PM

To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au

Subject: Reference No 602686 - Proposed commercial development of the Katoomba
Airfield

Greetings,

| write to express my concerns about the old airfield at Medlow Bath being considered for the future use as
a commercial airfield.

However in expressing my concerns about such a proposal becoming a reality I do believe that a working
airstrip should be maintained for emergency services.

The noise we already experience from low flying helicopters when they are in the area, gives us as
residents, a firsthand experience of what it is like having a helicopter flying over, and in close proximity to
residences. It’s dreadful.

Please reconsider granting the transfer of this land for commercial purposes.

Sincerely,




From:

Sent: Thursday, 4 July 2019 11:44 AM

To: Airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Ref 602686 Proposed lease of Katoomba Airport
Flag Status: Flagged

Subject:- 602686 Lease of Katoomba Airfield, Blue Mountains.
To Department of Industry
Dear sir or Madam,

| would like to express my concern to the proposed leasing of Katoomba Airfield to a company whose
activities are to include tourist helicopter flights over the World Heritage area.

My main concern is noise pollution and the impact of these flights, on residents, tourists and wildlife. Even
perceptions of noise nuisance, pollution and safety, changes when helicopter flights over the Blue
Mountains move from emergencies and rescues, to recreational flights.

These flights would degrade the Blue Mountains, an area of outstanding natural beauty and a unique
UNESCO World Heritage area. Continue with incremental degrades of the Blue Mountains and there will
be no World Heritage area just west of Sydney.

Yours respectfully



From:

Sent: Sunday, 14 July 2019 6:15 PM

To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au

Cc: bluemountains@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Subject: Ref No. 602686 - Katoomba Airfield proposed future use

Dear Sirfmadam
Re: Katoomba Airfield (Ref No. 602686)

I wish to submit my objection to the proposed future commercial use of Katoomba Airfield for activities including
helicopter joy flights. | outline my reasons below.

- A commercial lease of this particular public land which is within the World Hertiage Area threatens its integrity;

- Public land should not be given away for private profit;

- Possible future commercial leases may be negotiated behind closed doors;

- A 2019 ecological study by BMRM Ecological Surveys undertaken adjacent to the site found that aircraft activity will
negatively impact the internationally recognised migration of honeyeaters through the Blue Mountains and the many
other bird species inhabiting the bushland surrounding the airfield and

- The noise created by helicopters which reverberates around the valleys (emergency helicopters are acceptable).

| strongly support the following:

- The transferring of the Katoomba Airfield to the National Park to protect it for future generations and

- The continued use of Katoomba Airfield for emergency aircraft operations e.g. medical evacuation helicopters and
RFS fire fighting operations.

I trust you will seriously consider my submission, considering the negative impact of commercial use of the airfield to
Blue Mountains residents, the surrounding World Heritage Area and also the native fauna in the area in making your

decision.

Yours sincerely



From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 11:53 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: LX 602686 - Katoomba Airfield

| object to the degredation of the blue mountains wilderness and world heritage national park from

helicopter transport and/or joy flights!
As a walker using these area's natural splendour helicopter joy flights noise would ruin the unique

wilderness experience.

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.



From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 11:08 AM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au; mark.maloney@crownland.gov.au
Subject: LX 602686 Commercial operation of Katoomba airfield

To whom it may concern,

| am writing to outline my objection to the commercial lease that is being considered for
Katoomba airfield. | don't believe the community or environmental context of the Blue
Mountains is at all suited to such an operation and the serious consideration of this to me is
simply ludicrous in the current global climate (no pun intended.)

| have lived in the Blue mountains for the past six years my partner and | are home owners

Within the last two years | have noticed an increase in the number of Helicopters flying
overhead in our vicinity. The thought that this is without the potential additive of a
commercial operation is frankly scary.

The increased level of noise pollution particular in our own back yard would be immense.

We brought into this community because of the natural and peaceful environment and ideals
that a place like Blackheath and the upper mountains, stands for and what it has built the
back bone of its tourist industry on over the years.

Is that idea just to be cast aside for the economic gain of a few?

I work in the tourism industry up here and | see first hand the hundreds of people who come
here to experience the serenity of this already highly accessible landscape.

Surely you do not need a helicopter ride to be able to drink in our glorious views from
hundreds of view points drive-able within minutes.

I have witnessed first hand the horror of commercial Helicopter rides in Milford New
Zealand. Hardly an hour goes by down then in the summer months with out the insistent
drone of a Helicopter. Life is already busy and nosiey. We need to hold on to our bastions of
peace where we can.

The Blue Mountains is also home to a world class paragliding/gliding site. The flight paths
over the Shipley plateau indicated will immediately shut down the airspace for this
activity. The Blue mountains is also home to world class rock climbs and canyons and is
visited every weekend by hundreds of climbers and canyoners and through out the year
from countless international travelers.

As a World Heritage area we should be setting the standards for eco-tourism.

Now more than ever, people are feeling the growing need to reconnect with the natural
environment. This kind of operation heavily detracts from peoples ability to do this and
encourages quite the opposite.

This is a National park dedicated to the preservation of the natural environment. We should
be looking to ways to minimise pollution not add to it.



Katoomba airfield should be incorporated into the Blue Mountains national park and used
only as an emergency airfield.

Yours sincerely



From:

Sent: Monday, 17 June 2019 7:55 PM

To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: LX602686 (Proposed lease Katoomba airfield)

To whom it may concern

| was deeply saddened and concerned to hear of the proposed lease of
Katoomba airfield to a commercial operator.

This will no doubt have a very negative and disruptive effect on Dhamma
Bhumi, the Vipassana meditation centre.

The meditation centre is where people are either introduced to the
meditation practice or retreat to for peace and tranquillity. Vipassana is a
practice of quietening the mind whilst becoming sensitive to the
environment within your body and surrounding you. The idea of aircraft
randomly disrupting the silence during this physically and emotionally
difficult process is upsetting. It would likely make it impossible for some to
continue let alone progress and benefit from the practice.

Vipassana has helped me and others | know through some very difficult
times, it is why a once suicidal friend of mine is still alive, it is why
thousands of people around the world are happy and good decent people
who spread love through their community. It is a source of true happiness
and mental maturity. It is an ancient practice.

The benefits of the centres that exist go beyond what any person involved in
the decision making process regarding the proposed lease could ever
comprehend without having been to a centre before.

There will no doubt be just a handful of people who make the decision and |
hope they each personally recognise and understand the gravity their
decision will have.

| ask that they very seriously consider the benefits of the existing centre
which has helped thousands of students, many with mental health issues,
many as their last step to fighting emotional battles.

1



It has helped people of all ages from all backgrounds, it is non-sectarian, it
welcomes all walks of life.

| ask that they compare this to the benefits of the land lease which is no
doubt purely driven by financial gains.

The blue mountains are sacred and should stay this way.

Dhamma Bhumi has been in operation for 30 years. It has earned its right to
the peace and tranquillity of the land on which it resides.

Thank you




From:

Sent: Tuesday, 23 July 2019 12:14 AM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Ref no 602686

To whom it may concern,
| am writing to you today in regards to the proposed commercial air flights in Katoomba Airfield.

| believe this part of land should be merged into the Blue Mountains National Park and be considered as
part of the World Heritage Area, whereby no commercial flights may operate. The Katoomba area is
synonymous as being part of the Blue Mountains.

| urge you to consider the environmental impacts commercial air flights will have on the area, including on
the native flora and fauna. Think of the added toxic air pollution, added garbage and waste. If this paves
the way for future commercial development in the area, where do we draw the line and say this is okay
but this isn't - none of it should be okay.

Furthermore, commercial air flights will disturb the peace and tranquility of the area, including where the
Dhamma Bhumi centre is located. Participants of the centre willfully decide to be away from the noise
pollution and distractions of everyday life, but commercial helicopter flights will jeopardise that. Think of it
on par as constantly hearing emergency service sirens right outside your window when you're trying to
sleep at night. Another thing will be the lack of privacy for the participants at the centre as well, it will feel
like they are being observed from the distance.

Please keep Katoomba air flight free from commercialisation and do your bit for the environment and the
people who are happy to enjoy it from the ground.

Kind regards,



From:

Sent: Sunday, 7 July 2019 9:25 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Katoomba Airfield Ref no 602686

| object to Katoomba airfield being used for private commercial use for the following reasons:

1. It is public crown land therefore it should not be allowed to be used for private commercial profit.

2. It is surrounded by National Park and is there for the purpose of park protection and for emergencies requiring an
airfield only.

3. Because it is surrounded by National Park, it should be reclaimed by National Parks and Wildlife to protect the
area from further potential commercial takeover bids 4. Helicopter joyrides over a World Heritage area will
compromise the ambience of the National Park creating noise, pollution and visual disharmony. National Parks are
places where people go to get back into nature, away from traffic of all kinds.

| hope the department of industry will listen to the residents wishes and stop pushing to do something that is that
will be detrimental to the Blue Mountains.



From: .

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 9:49 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Re LX 602686 Katoomba Airfield

| object to leasing Katoomba Airfield for helicopter joyflights.

I lived in Katoomba until recently but still regularly come to the Mountains for work and leisure. | fully understand
the concerns of the local residents who chose to live in this area for peace and quiet of the natural environment.

I am evenly concerned for the fragility of the ecosystems affected including the resident and migratory bird
populations.

Helicopter flights are noisy. | have witnessed joyflights in other areas of incredible beauty such Uluru and the Kings
Canyon in Central Australia and | have always felt they are an intrusion and unjustified disruption to a peaceful
scenery and the people who have come to enjoy the tranquillity of these ancient places.

The Blue Mountains are no exception. They are an ancient, timeless place that can only truly be enjoyed in peace
and quiet for example when taking in breathtaking views from a lookout above or when walking one of the bush
tracks in the valley below. And if you have ears to listen carefully you will be able to hear the calls of birds too many
to count. It is hard to imagine for someone who has lived in the mountains for many years and who has come to
truly love the natural beauty and wildlife of the Blue Mountains, that this should be put at risk by noisy joyflights for
the comparably few. | feel for the residents of Katoomba in particular who understandably feel threatened by the
licensee’s proposal.

Commercial helicopter joyflights in my opinion do not have a place in the Blue Mountain, a world heritage listed
environment of exceptional beauty and worth protecting in its natural state.

There are many ways and activities to enjoy the Blue Mountains that do not have such a damaging footprint like
helicopter joyflights have.

| would like to ask the NSW Government to incorporate the property of Katoomba Airfield into the Blue Mountains
National Park and maintain it for emergency use.

Thank you for considering my submission.

Yours sincerely

Sent from Mail for Windows 10



From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 3:15 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Ref No 602686 Katoomba Airfield Proposal

| wish to place on record my OBJECTION to the proposal that Crown Land at Katoomba/Medlow Bath (the old
airfield) should be leased for commercial purposes.

| believe the land should be transferred to the World Heritage-listed national park which surrounds it. It seems
entirely wrong for commercial use to be extended to this piece of land enclosed in this currently listed area.

At the same time it does seem appropriate for a working dirt airstrip to be maintained on this site FOR EMERGENCY
USE ONLY. Fire and ambulance services should have access to this airfield for emergency service to this important
wilderness area.

Aviation tourism through our national park is not wanted. It is bad for our ecology, our flora and fauna, and for the
residents who have moved to the area seeking the benefits of a natural environment, which does not include
aircraft noise apart from emergency services.

h



From:

Sent: Sunday, 28 July 2019 10:16 PM
To: Airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Reference: 602686 Proposed lease of Katoomba Airfield - submission

Reference: 602686 Proposed lease of Katoomba Airfield — submission

| object to the issuing of a long term commercial lease over Katoomba Airfield. | support the inclusion of Katoomba
Airfield into the Blue Mountains National Park, to be managed only as an emergency airfield, with specific funding
provided to the NPWS for management.

As a resident of the Blue Mountains | think there is already too much aircraft noise overhead from joy flights, and it
is rarely policed, so basically it is a free for all to the detriment of the residents of the Blue Mountains and those who
visit. The Fly Neighbourly Agreement of 1994 too, was unenforceable and unlikely to be enforceable now. | object
to even more unenforced commercial flights being allowed in the area. The Blue Mountains is a World Heritage Park
not a playground. Aircraft noise impacts on animals as well as people. The allowance of yet more aircraft will have
adverse effects on the environment, flora and fauna, for example on migrating flocks of birds. Tourists on the
ground have come to the Mountains for peace and quiet, for a picnic or bushwalking. Why should these people
along with residents be subjected to unnecessary aircraft noise for the sake of a handful of tourists who can splash a
bit of money around to see it from the air, and operators cashing in on the popularity of the area?

Previous use of the airfield for joy flights was heavily opposed by the community and the same applies now. This is a
sensitive and valuable area appreciated by those who live here, and those who enjoy nature activities such as
bushwalking. The Department should not be pandering to private operators at the expense of the broader
community of the Blue Mountains.

In two previous assessments in 2000 and 2008 it was concluded that the land should not be privately leased but
should be incorporated into the Blue Mountains National Park and used for emergency and bushfire operations
only. This was supported by the Blue Mountains City Council and the National Parks and Wildlife Service.

Consultation with the community of the Blue Mountains for this new proposal has been totally inadequate. It
appears the department has instead been promoting the proposal, for example supporting the operatos’ wishy-
washy “green” arguments. There is nothing “green” about increased commercial flights over a national park and
shame on the department for instituting a process which appears to favour the lease operators. Listen to the
people of the Blue Mountains! The parcel of land needs to be considered not in isolation but within the wider area
ie the Blue Mountains National Park and beyond.

1. | object to any commercial lease being given for this public land.
2. This land should be part of the national park, cared for by the NPWS.
3. The airfield should be for emergency use only.

Thank you.



From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 6:50 PM

To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Cc: Airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Ref. 602686 Katoomba Airfield

Dear Sir/Madam,

Both members of our household are vehemently against the lease granted to operate tourism flights from Katoomba (Medlow Bath)
Airfield. Like many others, we moved from Sydney to the Blue Mountains (in 2010) specifically to get away from noise and
pollution. The proposed use of Katoomba Airfield will have a devastating impact on our daily lives, and it should never have been
granted.

Furthermore, | have been informed that the person to whom this lease has been granted worked, in the past, at a government
department managing land and its uses. This is a factor that warrants further investigation, and, if proven true, appears to be an
alarming case of nepotism - or even worse.

Yours sincerely,

Email sent using Optus Webmail



From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 5:31 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: (LX 602686) Katoomba Airfield

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to express my concerns and opposition to the proposal to use the Katoomba Airfield for
commercial purposes, in particular tourism flights over or near the Blue Mountains National Park/World
Heritage Area.

It is my belief, and the belief of many, that the Blue Mountains is an area we live in and most visit due to
the peace and serenity of the environment and the absence in the most part of noise. I live in Blackheath and
do have to put up with the noise of helicopters flying to and from of the National Park helipad in Govetts
leap Road but I understand that in emergencies this has to happen. | believe the airfield at Medlow Bath
should also be used for this purpose only and not for commercial ventures. Commercial flights will reduce
the amenity of residents, lower property values and diminish tourism overall which will then reduce
employment opportunities.

A National Park is not a normal tourism site. It is a special place, designated as a National Park for quite
specific reasons often related to significant vegetation and animal/bird habitat. It is not a theme park to be
cruised around or over via a tram or in this case a helicopter or light aircraft.

It is also an location where due to the National Park covering such a large area, the population lives in a
narrow band along ridge lines and that is where the helicopters and/or light aircraft would have to fly over
should they not be permitted (understandably) to fly over the National Park.

The Katoomba Airfield should not be used by private organisations but should be taken under the control of
the State Government to be used for emergency purposes and National Park maintenance only.

Yours faithfully,

Bob Colman

_
I I




From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 9:09 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Katoomba Airfield Ref 602686

As a long term resident o_, nearby the beautiful Grose Valley in our World Heritage Blue Mountains
National Park, | wish to lodge the strongest objection to the ridiculous notion of granting of a long term commercial
lease of Katoomba airport for aviation tourism - possibly including helicopter rides.

The Blue Mountains is a wonderfull asset - one of its key features is beauty accompanied by tranquility. This
tranquility would be shattered if frequent helicopter flights were to be allowed for commercial purposes.

In Blackheath we already experience a significant amount of helicopter traffic - in most cases operated by either the
National Parks & Wildlife Service, the Rural Fire Service or emergency rescue service. Naturally these are all very
necessary and therefore acceptable. But an increase in the number of flights purely for tourism and commercial gain
should be out of the question.

In order to protect this Crown Land from forever from any form the of commercial exploitation | suggest that it
become part of the Blue Mountains National Park.

Logically it would be preferable to keep th E existing dirt strip for emergency use

Yours Sincerely




From: -

Sent: Friday, 2 August 2019 3:41 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: REF:602686

Dear Sir/Madam,

| have lived in the vicinity of the airfield for over 20 years now and at first | did not feel the need to object to
this proposal as when it was in operation in the past it had minimal impact on our environment and my own
amenity. However, people and the nature of tourism has changed and the fact that this may be used for
sight seeing and shuttling tourists back and forth really does change my outlook.

Firstly, we do not know that the conditions imposed will be policed and that the claims made by the
applicants will be adhered to.

Secondly, the old usage was minimal and not used for a generation of profit. As this proposal is to
generate a profit, the boundaries are always pushed and broken when people feel the pinch or see a
rainbow and | can only see usage continually increase and for tourists to get that wonderful view, pilots will
fly low over the ridges and valleys without any consideration of people not visible to the aircraft above.

Thirdly, it has lain dormant for so long now that people are used to what we have and in the light of not
knowing where the Western Syney Airport flight paths will go, this could add another layer of noise to the
residents, tourists and animals currently living in peace.

Fourthly, | see no benefit to the local population other than to the owners and perhaps an accommodation
venue.

Fifthly, it is likely that passengers ariving to the mountains by plane will wish to be transported to Katoomba
and add to traffic on the single lane highway.

Sixthly, | feel it should certainy remain an airstip that can be used for emergencies an for National Parks
purposes so it should be tranferred to the national Parks portfolio.

Lastly, and probably most importantly, it is so damned close to our water supply and catchment that it is not
worth the risk.

Please reject this proposal.

Yours faithfully,



From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 6:57 PM

To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Medlow airfield

Hello.

| have no objection to the airfield as such. The occasional light plane and it’s very important use in emergencies.
However the commercial use for tourism is a step to far. It would increase the noise ( especially helicopters) in the
local area and in the very important national park adjacent to the field. | believe a lot of people live and

visit Medlow Bath for the reasonable quiet ambience.

The other fact that comes into play, is the increase in traffic that would be a consequence of expansion. This again
would decrease the amenity of the local area and put more pressure on an already inadequate road. A law suit just
waiting to happen.

In a fire prone area at the end of the one and only road, any expansion in such a situation defies logic.

Hoping that the rights of local wellbeing transcend the momentary gratification of the passing throng.

Yours Sincerely

Sent from Mail for Windows 10



From:

Sent: Monday, 29 July 2019 9:49 AM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Reference Number LX 602686

Dear Minister
| am dismayed to hear the government is considering letting the Katoomba Airfield be used for private
profit at the expense of the local community and the one million plus visitors to the Blue Mountains.

| object to any commercial lease for this public land. The proposed business will be elitist and will
contribute financially only to the owners. The noise will echo up and down the valley ruining the beauty
for everyone who visits and the people who live here.

To consider a commercial lease is to underestimate entirely the contribution peaceful enjoyment in nature
makes to humans. More and more people are escaping the noise, pollution and pressure of Sydney; either
permanently or over the weekend. Commercial helicopter flights over the mountains will ruin this for
everyone.

This land will be better utilised and preserved if it were added to the national park . In my view this airfield
should only be used for emergency purposes such as rescue and fire fighting.

Regards




From:

Sent: Monday, 15 July 2019 6:56 PM

To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Ref: LX 602686

Hello,

As a resident of the upper Blue Mts. | DO NOT want the commercial lease to run scenic helicopter
flights out of a public-owned airstrip in a World-heritage Areal!!! | only want the Katoomba Airfield
to be incorporated into the National park for use in emergencies only.

We must protect our towns, our economy, our fresh air , tranquility of our Australian World-
heritage Area from helicopter noises and pollution. Please help us to protect our unique World-
heritage Area, thank you.

Reﬁards,

Sent from Yahoo7 Mail on Android




From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 4:15 PM

To: Airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au

Cc: David

Subject: Reference: 602686 - Submission re Katoomba airport lease

Dear Sir or Madam

I am making a submission regarding the lease of Katoomba airport on behalf of
B o I \ho are also copied to this email are currently traveling

and have sporadic access to emails.

The authorisation by email follows, then the submission.

Sincerely

Date: Tue, Jul 30, 2019 at 6:23 PM
Subject: Re: Katoomba Airfield Lease Proposal

To

Hi
I have no problem with you adding
and I o 2 submission of your creation if that

helps. I trust you would have the relevant info to submit.

Unfortunately 1 am not in a position to do anything else from here.
BothJif and 1 signed a petition before we left.
Kind regards

Sent from my iPhone
---------- End of Forwarded message ---------

Mark Maloney

Projects Manager,

NSW Department of Industry — Crown Lands and Water
PO Box 2155, Dangar, NSW 2309

email: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au

04 August 2019

We, , oppose the proposal to grant a lease for the commercial operation and
development of the Katoomba airfield, on land which is within the Blue Mountains National Park.

1. Operating an airport (heavy polluting industry) on a for-profit basis has no place on public land which is
located in a World Heritage Site. The land should be returned to the National Park.

1



2. Aircraft are noisy. The topography of the Mountains will amplify this noise. We can already hear
helicopters landing and taking off from 4 km away. The refurbishment of one the runway will bring
airplanes in addition to the helicopters. We moved to the Blue Mountains to enjoy the peace and quiet.

3. With helicopters and airplanes flying about, there is a risk to our privacy. The fly neighbourly agreements
are not enforced.

4. the FlyBlue Management directors have no experience running an airport. Being a helicopter pilot is not
enough. No noise assessment, no risk assessment, no environmental impact statement are available to the
public, suggesting that the financial interests outweigh environmental and community interests.

We would like to see the land returned to National Parks.

Sincerely



From:

Sent: Friday, 19 July 2019 11:57 AM

To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au

Subject: Ref No 602686 Commercial Airfield Strip on crown land - Katoomba
Importance: High

Re Commercial Airfield strip on crown land.

A decision to use crown land for such an environmentally invasive, devisive commercial purpose should be put to a
public vote: where local Blue Mountains Council members include their policy at the next council elections. Or if at
the State level - ditto.

The Department of Industry has clearly lost sight of the wishes of the local residents. The reason why people want
to visit the Blue Mountains in the first place, is because of the environmental peace and unspoilt character it

enjoys. A declared National park is just that. If you introduce negative commercial presence, aircraft noise, internal
combustion engine pollution for no other benefit than state coffers, via lease fees you are spoiling the very asset
that visitors want to see !!

For 20 years the Great Western Highway was worked to improve traffic flow, accessibility. That work is now
complete. Suddenly now, the improved access is not enough ??

Do no give way to commercial lobbying, donations to political parties, etc . ... .. and despoil the natural quiet and
environmental peace that you seem willing to sell off.

| deplore your department in even considering such a disgraceful proposition. Do not proceed with it.
Environmental groups and local residents will have this issue and DICL executives on the 7:30 report as soon as you
can say Jack Robinson.

signed




From:

Sent: Wednesday, 10 July 2019 9:00 AM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Katoomba airfield

I'm writing to oppose the granting of a commercial lease to open the Katoomba Airfield for private and
tourist use, especially joy flights.

For the long term benefit of citizens the Blue Mountains Heritage National Park, maintained for the present
citizenry and our children, the future beneficiaries, is urgent. It is too valuable to diminish for dubious
business practices focused on short-term profit.

Against the advice of several inquiries to lodge the field within the national park and maintain it for use only
in emergencies, the government/would-be licensee apparently see an opportunity to make a few bucks.
Issuing such a licence would seriously undermine the integrity of the World Heritage Blue Mountains
National Park, as well as the amenity which draws locals, tourists, bushwalkers, and rock climbers from
around the world to visit this tranquil country.

Businesses in the Blue Mountains thrive on providing quiet respite for its clients, most of whom come from
Sydney. Helicopter joy rides in other districts have destroyed small businesses such as accommodation
providers and restaurants. The constant flights create noise pollution.

There are schools, hospitals, religious retreats and residents entitled to a noise free environment in the
World Heritage Blue Mountains National Park precinct.

Respect for the World Heritage Blue Mountains National Park ought not be ignored.

Sincerely

Sent from my iPhone



From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 11:13 PM
To: Airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Katoomba airfield

| object to the commercialisation of the Katoomba airfield because:

1. it will decrease tourism due to more tourists flying in by helicopter from Sydney

2. of the noise generated by the helicopters reverberating along the escarpment line

3. no environmental impact statement is required until after the proposed commercialisation the airfield is
approved

4. the 50 year length of the lease ensure permanent damage to the world heritage listing of the Blue
Mountains region

regards,




From:

Sent: Tuesday, 18 June 2019 4:59 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: (LX 602686)

Dear Sir /Madam,

My wife and | have been living in since 1997, one of the main things which attracted us was peace
and tranquility, the natural beauty, somedays you see flocks of black cockatoos flying close to town, these sorts of
things draw in tourists.

One of the things we greatly appreciate when returning here after travelling to other places is the peace and silence,
which is such a blessing. Silence is golden ! and to threaten the tranquility of thousands for a few visiting tourists
flying around in a noisy helicopter is madness. What an absolute loss it will be to have this tranquility threatened.
What an absolute shame it will be to lose this.

An alternative maybe to make some very good virtual movies of the prime areas so the tourists can have the same
experience without disturbing the harmony of all that live here

| strongly object to a commercial lease and ask that the airfield be incorporated into the National Park, for
emergency use only.

Please protect our peace



From: cl.enquiries@crownland.nsw.gov.au

Sent: Monday, 29 July 2019 12:06 PM
To: Airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: FW: Ref 602686

From:

Sent: Monday, 29 July 2019 12:11 PM
To: cl.enquiries@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Ref 602686

Dear Sir/Madam,

My wife and | have been living in_ since 1997. One of the main things which attracted us to the
World Heritage area is it's peace and tranquility, and natural beauty,. The crisp Winter mornings with flocks of
migrating Honeyeaters and Silver eyes, Black Cockatoos and even rarer Gang Gangs flocking so close to town, and
the beautiful bush walks. These sorts of things are what draw in the majority of tourists.

One of the things we greatly appreciate is the peace, which is such a blessing for visitors who come to immerse
themselves in the tranquility and silence. Presently there are multiple retreat Centres and Health Spa’s dotted
around the Upper Mountains who cater to those seeking peace and healing. Our silence is golden and we have a
priceless gem which is being threatened for a few dollars. To risk the tranquility of the environment for these few
visiting tourists flying around in their noisy helicopters is really madness. What an absolute shame it will be to lose
this peaceful environment and potentially our World Heritage status. An alternative would be to make some very
good quality 3D virtual reality movies of the prime areas so the tourists can fully experience arial vistas. These could
be screened across the mountains at various venues, which would spread the economic benefit across local
enterprises. We have the technology to produce these without disturbing the harmony of all that live here.

We strongly object to a commercial lease and ask that the airfield be incorporated into the National Park, for
emergency use only. The lack of information that has been so disrespectful to our community and greatly
underestimates the passion that this community holds for it’s natural spaces.

We implorer you to advocate on our communities behalf to protect our beautiful natural environment. In years to
come people will flock to the Blue Mountains specifically to escape the ever increasing noise and stresses in built up
areas where people are unable to protect their urban spaces. We must protect this for our future generations and
the native creatures who make our home so special.

With kind regards,

This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain confidential information. If you are not the
intended recipient, please delete it and notify the sender. Views expressed in this message are those of the
individual sender, and are not necessarily the views of their organisation.



From:

Sent: Tuesday, 18 June 2019 10:49 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: (LX 602686) Objection Letter

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am so very disappointed to hear of the commercialisation of the Katoomba airfield. The Blue Mountains are a place
of peace and serenity, where people and nature can get away from the very development your office seems to
support. We need to protect the few spaces in nature that we have left that are like this. Additionally, a world
renown Vipassana meditation centre is located under the proposed flight path. This proposal would completely
destroy years of hard work in developing this centre which provides so much to so many people.

Please, please stop the commercialisation of the Katoomba airfield. Our generation and the ones to come will thank
you for it.

Sincerely,




From:

Sent: Friday, 2 August 2019 1:09 PM

To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au

Cc: Katoomba Airfield Community Group; bluemountains@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Subject: Opposition for commercial helicopter fight license LX 602686 operating from
Katoomba

Dear Crown Lands Committee,

My family and | are residents of Wentworth Falls in the Blue Mountains. we are opposed to
commercial helicopter tourism in the mountains. This is public land. The commercial tourist
flight proposal provides little benefit for the public. It is better to remain as an occasional
emergency airfield rather than a disruptive commercial airfield.

In the past six months, we have had a taste of occasional test helicopter flights. We have
become increasingly concerned that a license has been granted to operate a tourist helicopter
flight business from Katoomba airport. We are mostly concerned because our lives, the
sensitive ecology and existing tourism in the mountains are being disrupted the specter of
tourist helicopter flights over the escarpment.

Tourism is important for the local economy. But these flights do not add to the greater benefit
of local people or existing tourism operations. This disruption will not contribute to the long-
term sustainability of tourism in this region.

Birdlife and the diversity of species make the mountains a very special place. Such beauty and
diversity can be observed by a tourist on foot, by wheels or on-line. Helicopter flights will
create enormous disruption to the living ecology of the mountains and contribute little to
sustain the community.

We cannot see how such a ‘thin’ business proposal has gained traction in State Government
when it is a direct conflict with historic State and Federal Government investment in the
region.

| suspect the helicopter operators are well-aware of their weak business case. I'd like to offer
them an alternative that helps make aerial perspectives available to tourists.

| would encourage them to invest in Virtual Reality. The State Government can direct them to
its Arts agency, Create NSW who are developing VR in the digital economy. VR is a very
sustainable and potentially profitable business. It would give local tourists an immersive
experience. And could be tied in with existing business like the Edge 120° cinema. It would also
enable local artists and technicians like MTNS MADE to make a living.



Constant commercial chopper noise pollution will clearly degrade the substantial investment
made in this region by State and Federal Governments. It will disrupt of wild-life and degrade

human well-being. It cannot benefit the region.

Yours sincerely

h




From:

Sent: Sunday, 14 July 2019 1:54 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Katoomba Airfield Medlow Bath - Reference No:602686

My name is_ and my address is_ Medlow Bath. | live on the direct route to

the Airfield.

| wish to register my objection and say NO to the granting of a commercial lease at Katoomba Airfield in
Medlow Bath.

| have lived at this address for aImost- and have directly experienced commercial flights of both
helicopter and fixed wing aircraft over and around my home. The continual joy flights over my home and
surrounds have caused untold annoyance and distress to me and the animals. The “fly neighbourly policy’
is a joke and not policed by anyone and so is not worth the paper it is written on.

| have also experienced the very much increased road traffic during these commercial leases as well as
when there has been emergency use of the Airfield. Very rarely is the 50kph speed limit adhered to past
my home or in the village generally. The transportation of dangerous fuels past my home on narrow roads
is a direct threat to my well- being.

| totally reject the idea that public land be used for commercial purposes. The Airfield should be
transferred to the National Park and protected forever. | do support the Airfield being used for emergency
use only and it being incorporated into the National Park.



From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sunday, 4 August 2019 7:30 PM
airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Katoomba Airfield

Good evening,

I would like to object to Katoomba airfield being operated on a commercial basis.

| feel that my quality of life, living in Medlow Bath, and other residents of the Blue Mountains,
will be greatly impacted by Katoomba airfield operating as a commercial venture.

There will be increased noise from helicopters and light fixed wing planes, flying in and out
of the airfield. We are already experiencing helicopters flying low over our home and | have
seen at least one large helicopter flying in circles over Medlow Bath and out over the
escarpment..

There will be increased traffic using our local roads travelling to and from the airfield.
Railway Parade in Medlow Bath, is barely wide enough for two cars to pass in some places.
In addition to this, Grand Canyon Road has already fallen into disrepair, and

requires significant investment to return this to a suitable level to allow cars to
travel on it.

There will be an increased number of tourists visiting the Blue Mountains to
access the commercial flights. Tourism is already impacting on many
mountains villages, making it difficult for local residents to find parking and
being affected by long traffic queues at the weekends.

There will be an increased risk of plane and helicopter accidents which could
start bush fires in hard to access places.

Increased pollution is another concern. The airfield is not far from Medlow
Lake which is our local water supply.

The impact on wildlife, particularly birds, which would be affected by
increased noise levels is another worry.



There will be an impact on the beauty and peace of the natural environment
of the Blue Mountains which tourists want to experience and locals want to
preserve.

I would like to see Katoomba airfield purely maintained for the use of
emergency services only and for the safe landing of aircraft in the event of
an emergency.

I would like to see the airfield maintained by National Parks and if necessary
for the government to allocate extra funding.

I would like the local Aboriginal people to be consulted about the use of the
land and to investigate whether they would have a claim on the land. |
believe that a claim has been made previously.



From:

Sent: Wednesday, 31 July 2019 7:11 AM

To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: LX602686 concerns

Hello,

I am writing to place my concern and protest about the proposed airfield upgrade to the Katoomba site.
The Blue Mountains is a World Heritage site and one of the key destinations for Australian and
International tourists. Any development of this site with increase in helicopters and aircraft traffic will
seriously damage the pristine environment of the bushland where thousands of people chose to come to
enjoy the peace and tranquility of the Blue Mountains.

As a concerned Blue Mountains person | object to the proposal and think the airfield should, on such an
important site be added to the National Park and only used as an emergency airfield.

The noise of helicopters is in every way not in line with the protocols of a World Heritage status destination.
Helicopter noise is invasive, loud and disturbing to the residents, tourists, business owners and to the
environment.

Why should yet another beautiful area of NSW be developed for profit of the few? Over a million people
come to the area to enjoy the fact that it is not developed and is as close as one can get to silence just 2
hours from Sydney.

The Blue Mountains is a major draw card for people to enjoy the Australian Bushland and highly discussed
and yearned for experience across the world. This will be lost and the reputation of the Blue Mountains as a
Wilderness Experience will be damaged Internationally resulting in fewer tourists to the area.



From:

Sent: Monday, 29 July 2019 3:21 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Katoomba Airfield ref no LX602686

Dear Sir/Madam

| wish to register my objections to the proposed leasing of Crown land to this commercial enterprise.

| have resided in the Blue Mountains for forty —two years. Visitors comment how fortunate we are to live
in such an uniquely relatively unspoilt place.

1. | believe the intrinsic value of the Mountains area, for residents and tourists, is due to the ambience of
the natural environment.

2. This airfield would create substantial air-traffic noise pollution. Already an increase in low-flying light-
planes and helicopters flying over my own home have negatively impacted on my peace.

3. As this is Crown Land it should be used for the benefit of all, not only a few stake-holders. Leave it only
for emergency use. Protect it in the World Heritage Park.

4. The development of the site will necessarily impact negatively on the surrounding park.

| hope you will consider the over-all negative impact that such a far-reaching development will have on
this magnificent area.
Sincerely

This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software.
www.avast.com




From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 5:17 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Ref no 602686

| am fortunate indeed to have resided in the beautiful Blue Mountains for over 30 years, and | wish the area
to remain so.

By allowing the old airfield at Medlow Bath, Crown land, to be used commercially, is too awful to
contemplate.

What possible value can it bring to this area? It will fill only the pockets of the company planning aviation
tourism, without benefiting local businesses.

Tourists helicoptering in, 30 minutes in the air, and out again, meanwhile disturbing not only the peace of
the local residents, but the wildlife that inhabit this wonderful area.

This land should be transferred to the national park and protected.

| am pleased to have the opportunity to voice my concerns, in the expectation that my opinion, and that of
countless others, will be considered with respect as important decisions are made.

Sent from my iPad



From:

Sent: Tuesday, 30 July 2019 10:34 AM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Ref No 602686

To whom it may concern,

I wish to strongly object to the proposed commercial lease of the Katoomba Airfield. This would cause a
significant increase in air traffic over what is a World Heritage area. The Blue Mountains are a world
famous tourist destination which provides employment and income for many local people. The majority
who visit do not do so in order to get on to a plane or helicopter, but rather to actually immerse themselves
in the beauty on the ground. These flights would take away from that experience for all everyone other than
the couple of people in the flight.

The Blue Mountains also provide a much needed area of respite from city life for many in Sydney. Sydney's
proximity to such a large area of unspoiled bush significantly increases this city's livability. Bringing the
noise of commercial airplanes ( a constant stressor to many living in Sydney) to the mountains would be a
huge detractor from the therapeutic value of this place.

Please reconsider and make the decision that would be of benefit to the majority of people, as well as all the
non-human residents of the mountains.

Yours sincerely,



From:

Sent: Wednesday, 17 July 2019 11:51 AM
To: Airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Reference 602686. Proposed lease of Katoomba Airfield

RE: Proposed lease of Katoomba Airfield; your reference 602686

During the NSW April 2019 school holidays my husband and | went for a walk along the Grand Canyon Track within
the Blue Mountains National Park near Blackheath. According to Google Earth this is less than 1.5 km from
Katoomba airfield. During the course of our 2 hour walk | counted 42 people, a mixture of ages and ethnicities. Most
of these people seemed to be visitors to the Blue Mountains, i.e. not locals. These were people who had come from
other places to enjoy something of the Blue Mountains and would no doubt be adding something to the local
economy. If the number of people who were counted on one walk on one day during one two hour period were
extrapolated to a whole day and then a whole week it can be argued that over a thousand people may use this one
walk in one week of the school holidays. This does not take into account the many others who may do walks on
other tracks or merely enjoy the views from and serenity of nearby lookouts.

Noise from aircraft is something people have to endure in Sydney. People come to the Blue Mountains to escape
things such aircraft noise. They come to enjoy things that cannot be enjoyed in built up regions and cities such as
peace, quite and serenity. It is not something people appreciate within or adjacent to the Blue Mountains National
Park. This includes both residents and visitors.

From the website of the lease applicant, Fly Blue, | note that flights will be at least 30 minutes duration but that this
does not indicate the number of aircraft movements per hour that may be possible. | also note that the applicant for
the lease does “not intend to fly in sensitive and populated areas or over Echo Point, the Three Sisters, Grose Valley
and up the Grand Canyon”. An intention is not legally binding and the lease applicant was not required to submit
flight paths in their lease application. If Fly Blue does not intend to fly over what are some of the most scenic places
near to Katoomba airfield where will they fly? Surely Echo Point, the Three Sisters, Grose Valley and up the Grand
Canyon are the most desirably scenic places “high-yield” customers might wish to view.

My objections to the proposed development of Katoomba Airfield are that it would have a negative effect on a far
greater number of people than it would advantage and as such is inequitable.

Regards,




From:

Sent: Wednesday, 17 July 2019 3:27 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: 602686 Katoomba airfiled lease

As a long-time resident of the Blue Mountains, | wish to make an objection to the proposal to grant a commercial
lease for the Katoomba Airfield. The basis of my objections are:

e | do not support private, profit-making commercial leases being issued over public land. The public gets no
benefit from this and | am concerned that the airfield site could eventually end up in private hands, thus
alienating even more public land.

e Any commercial leaseholder would want to maximize their profit on the investment through maximizing
aircraft operations at the site. | believe that any long term leaseholder would want to take advantage of the
magnificent Blue Mountains scenery to make maximum money by running as many ‘joy flights’ (even if
longer than 10 minutes) or other commercial operations as possible. This will amount to fun for some at the
cost of noise and visual intrusion/pollution for everyone else.

e Noise. | absolutely object to the intended and unavoidable introduction of more noise into the Blue
Mountains environment through aircraft operations based at the airfield. | remember when joy flights
previously ran out of the Katoomba Airfield in the 1990s and the disruption and noise pollution they caused.
My understanding is that they stopped because of the noise that local residents, as well as well as other
mountains’ residents and holidaymakers and tourists, experienced. The noise ruined the quiet enjoyment of
local residents at their homes, and helicopters buzzing over tourist icons and around the escarpment ruined
the experience and quiet appreciation of the mountains for residents, holiday makers and tourists. No doubt
the joy flights ruined the wilderness experience for bushwalkers in the national park because of the
amplification of the noise in the valleys. Since then, the Greater Blue Mountains has gained status as a
World Heritage Area.

¢ Impact on the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area. | believe the federal government should be
involved in considering this proposal because of the impact of aircraft noise on the Greater Blue Mountains
World Heritage Area. Becoming a World Heritage Area has attracted international tourists, including
bushwalkers, naturalists, canyoners etc, to the Blue Mountains. | believe our reputation as a nature-based
tourist destination which recognises and protects the values enshrined by World Heritage listing will be
ruined by the impacts of aircraft noise.

¢ Noise impacts on native fauna. What are the impacts of aircraft movement and noise on the native fauna of
the World Heritage Area? The Blue Mountains is renowned for its fauna and bird migrations through the
region. | do not believe that disruption caused to the native fauna of the region has been considered in the
proposal to lease the airfield.

I strongly believe that Katoomba airfield should be incorporated into the national park and maintained for
emergency use only. | trust you will listen to the community that will be negatively impacted and reconsider
issuing a long-term commercial lease over this site.




From:

Sent: Wednesday, 17 July 2019 7:44 PM

To: Airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Ref No 602686 Katoomba Airfield Helicopter Use
Hi,

Having attended one of the meetings led by Department of Industry in Katoomba, | was pleased to hear the public
concern, the questioning by educated community members and the answers provided by Department of Industries,
although some answers are still to come after further investigation by them.

The Blue Mountains community is objecting to this proposal on valid grounds. We live in an internationally
recognised World Heritage Area.

The area is renowned for its wildness, its beauty, fabulous bushwalks, diverse fauna and flora, serenity, peace and
quiet, clean air and a community who want to protect it for the future. These are also the features which attract our
tourists.

If this proposal is given the green light, it guarantees the demise of all of these. It is an environmental disaster in the
making and will be frowned upon by the rest of the world, if we allow a private money-making business to reduce
the integrity of the area. One business venture to be always present audibly and visually to the community and
disturbing the wildlife who depend upon what the Blue Mountains National Park offers to their survival - peace and
protection.

The Katoomba Airfield is absolutely necessary for disaster relief in times of bushfire and in my opinion (and that of
many others) should be maintained solely as such. It belongs to Crown Lands and | understand that National Parks
cannot afford to maintain it. As it is National Parks and the emergency services who need to utilise the location
during disasters, why cannot Crown Lands donate it to the Emergency Services or National Parks and the Blue
Mountains City Council maintain it? Surely a levy of $2 per annum onto every household's rates would surely cover
annual maintenance.

It should not be used for commercial purposes.

Please do not allow this destructive proposal to go ahead.




From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 8:53 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Katoomba Airport - ref: 602686

As a long term resident of Blackheath, nearby the beautiful Grose Valley in our World Heritage Blue
Mountains National Park, | wish to lodge the strongest objection to the ridiculous notion of granting of a
long term commercial lease of Katoomba airport for aviation tourism - possibly including helicopter rides.

The Blue Mountains is a wonderfull asset - one of its key features is beauty accompanied by tranquility.
This tranquility would be shattered if frequent helicopter flights were to be allowed for commercial
purposes.

In Blackheath we already experience a significant amount of helicopter traffic - in most cases operated by
either the National Parks & Wildlife Service, the Rural Fire Service or emergency rescue service. Naturally
these are all very necessary and therefore acceptable. But an increase in the number of flights purely for
tourism and commercial gain should be out of the question.

In order to protect this Crown Land from forever from any form the of commercial exploitation | suggest
that it become part of the Blue Mountains National Park.

Logically it would be preferable to keep th E existing dirt strip for emergency use

Yours Sincerely




From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 4:17 PM

To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Cc: katoombaairfieldcommunitygroup@gmail.com
Subject: LX 602686 Katoomba airfield submissions
Greetings,

My wife and | live in North Katoomba and are very concerned that public land is going to be used for a fifty year
lease for a commercial airfield. This site is surrounded by National Park and it should stay as a park. While we have
no objections to the emergency use of this airfield we do object to commercial helicopter and light plane flights
including ‘scenic tours’ of the Blue Mountains.

We attended the ‘drop in’ session at the Hotel Blue and no one could tell us how many flights there will be per day,
if there are any limits on size of aircraft and whether or not there will be further development of amenities at the
‘new commercial airfield”.

My wife and | retired here for the quiet and the peaceful bush setting. We are horrified that this proposal appears to
have been a done deal despite the overwhelming objections of the community without any meaningful consultation
or consideration of the impact on a World Heritage listed area that attracts tourist due to its peace and quiet.

We hope that before any final decision by the Minister, the department will make public its report on this matter.

Regards,

I o



From:

Sent: Wednesday, 10 July 2019 8:11 AM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: MEDLOW BATH/KATOOMBA AIRFIELD

I'm writing to oppose the granting of a commercial lease to open the 'Katoomba Airfield' for private and
tourist use, especially joy flights.

Having lived in the upper mountains for over 30 years, | have observed the sorry history of how the airfield
has been used and abused in the past. Against the advice of several inquiries to lodge the field within the
national park and maintain it for use only in emergencies, the government/would-be licensee apparently see
an opportunity to make a few bucks.

This move would seriously undermine the integrity of the World Heritage Blue Mountains National Park, as
well as the amenity which draws locals, tourists, bushwalkers, and rock climbers from around the world to
visit this beautiful and quiet country. The experience we and they seek is on-the-ground immersion in the
unique atmosphere of this currently protected canyon country.

Please don't let the short-term gain of the government and would-be licensee, along with a handful of flying
enthusiasts, seriously diminish this special place. Reserve it forever in the National Park and maintain it for
the activities that really matter, namely the protection of the park and the local community.

Sincerely




From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 8:31 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Future of Katoomba Airfield

| am a Blue Mountains resident who spends 2 months of every year visiting and residing at Medlow Bath and wish
to voice my protest at the proposal for a lease for Aviation Tourism .

In a general sense, this business would be so out of keeping with the quiet of the surrounds of the National Park and
with the reason that most people visit the Blue Mountains . Something is very wrong with the picture of visitors
taking in a beautiful view at one of the local lookouts only to be disturbed in the most gross manner by a helicopter
flyover. Bush-walkers, backpackers and climbers do leave a small "footprint" on the park but virtually no sound
disturbance and surely that's how it should be in a national park. Visitors should be raving about the peace, quiet,
wildlife etc not about the disturbance of helicopters being used for a select few.

Home-owners close to the airfield must be so anxious about this proposal and the effect on their lives and the value

of their homes . | can see a class action coming on and | would certainly contribute to support it !
Such an unfair proposal for those particularly close to the end of Rutland Rd.

Yours Sincerely



From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 4:56 PM

To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: LX 602686

Dear Sirs

My sincere apologies for sending six JPEG files individually
My computer could just not handle the old format

Please take the time to print and read this submission
It supports my first email

Many thanks for your patience



—
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Conclusion
We strongly believe that we are the most suitable candidate for this lease.
The directors are able to individually offer their considerable professional
experience in the areas of aviation management, construction, .
architectural and civil engineering,

We have been managing the property for some years now and believe that
we are able to put forward the most economically, socially and
environmentally viable proposal with the least cost to the tax payers of this
State, We understand the im ortance of the responsibilities that we have
inherited with this airfield and we are willing to undertake the expected
obligations,

We have first hand experience in many emergency situations at the airfield
and understand the importance of the continuing existence of this vital

asset to the local community and Australians at large.

Attachments:

1. Shore College letter

2. 176 Air Dispatch Squadron letter
3. Aerial photograph of site

4. Letters of support

* (Formatted: Tob sops: 1185 0n, |







From:

Sent: Tuesday, 2 July 2019 12:18 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: LX 602686 - NO TO THE COMMERCIAL LEASE

| write in response to learning of the proposed commercial flight operations over the World Heritage Listed Blue
Mountains National Park.

| am extremely opposed to this proposal for numerous reasons. Firstly, the Blue Mountains National Park is a World
Heritage Listed Area, an area marked for future preservation that should remain as unpolluted and as close to its
‘natural’ self as has always been. It is to be preserved in the most pristine condition possible and putting in a
commercial flight operations would be going against this.

Secondly, the noise and air pollution to the surrounding area will not be appreciated. People come to the Blue
Mountains for peace and quiet and to find the space to escape from busier areas of Australia. Puttingin a
commercial flight operations would be going against this.

Additionally, we have not been informed of the flight paths or number of flights or little about the actual
operations. It could potentially mean helicopters flying over the more touristy areas i.e. 3 Sisters at low levels which
may interfere with the pleasure of seeing such marvels. | personally do not wish to be going on a bush walk with
helicopters constantly flying over the canopy and having to hear the constant droning noise of these machines.

Thirdly, commercial flights are at a cost that only a few could afford. This luxury would bring in an elite clientele to
the area which may be time sparse. This clientele may subsequently only stay in the Blue Mountains for a limited
amount of time and thus not inject additional funds into other commercial enterprises in the mountains such as
hotels, restaurants or boutique shops. Additionally, | believe most locals in the Blue Mountains would not be able to
use this service as they could not afford it.

Fourthly, | believe that the prior attempt to have a helicopter operation in the area failed. This subsequently
proving that on an ongoing basis this tourist service is not viable.

A successful tourist operation such as the Scenic Railway only uses a specific area of the mountains and is not
working against an urbanised housing area. It is close to Katoomba Centre/3 Sisters yet does not create congestion,
unnecessary noise and is able to bring in more tourists to the area by having the Sculptures at Scenic World
associated with it.

Should people wish to have the thrill of seeing the Blue Mountains by air possibly a proposed hot air balloon
company may be appropriate. This is a quieter, less pollutant alternative. The operators could even possibly
establish a hot air balloon festival luring colourfully shaped balloons and thus even more visitors to the area. |
believe it would also bring in a broader range of interested parties from very young children to the elderly and not
just an elitist crowd.

Subsequently, | propose that the airfield be used as an emergency facility only and not as a commercial venture.

Regards,



From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 7:30 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: (LX 602686)

Dear Sir/Madam

This land, public land, should only be used for matters in the public interest. That would be airlifting the critically
injured, search and rescue, etc. This land should not be used for rich tourists to spoil the amenity of this beautiful
area. Who wants to come to the area to listen to helicopters buzzing loudly overhead, annoying visitors and
upsetting the wildlife. It would be a betrayal of residents and all the visitors who might expect this commercialism
on the Gold Coast not in the Blue Mountains. It will result in a dip in visitor numbers which will be detrimental to
local business. In this digital world the complaints of noise and disruption will quickly go viral and there goes the
reputation of the area.

Are the Blue Mountains for the rich few or for all?

Yours faithfully



From:

Sent: Wednesday, 17 July 2019 10:21 AM

To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Cc: katoombaairfieldcommunitygroup@gmail.com
Subject: LX 602686

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to object to the proposal to allow the use of helicopters for commercial purposes on public land
and over our beautiful National Park.

Why does the environment always come last?
As a society we need to be more forward thinking.
The area surrounding the National Park should be preserved for future generations.

If this plan goes ahead wildlife will most definitely be impacted and the general ambience of the area will be
changed forever.

This is a truly crazy proposal.

Kind regards,

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphone.



From: -

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 6:19 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: LX 602686

To Whom It May Concern, which | suspect is a great number of people !

My concerns are :

1. What are the operating hours going to be ?

2. How many aircraft are we talking about and at what frequency ?

3. Who will be held responsible for the maintenance of the track leading to the airfield and the increase in traffic
flow ?

4. What provisions will there be for removal of rubbish ?

5. What provisions will be in place for possible spillage of fuel to and from the airfield in our sensitive bushland area
and the native animals that live in these areas ?

6. Has an impact study been carried out to ascertain the risks on native birds, fish, insects and animals should the
airfield proceed ?

7. What about the increase in noise levels to residents and visitors to our area ?

8. Has consideration been made to the possibility of unexpected events such as a bushfire, paragliders/hand gliders
going off course, putting them in the flight path, major traffic or other accidents where service and rescue vehicles
need to gain access to the track leading to and from the airfield ?

As a resident | moved to the Blue Mountains from the City of Sydney to enjoy the natural beauty of the area, peace
and quiet away from a bustling noisy city. | am the owner and rider of horses that are agisted at Shipley and pose
the following question. Who will take responsibility if one or more of my horses with a rider on board get frightened
from the low flying aircraft, bolt, possibly causing an accident to horse, rider and vehicles ?

The Megalong Valley, Centennial Glen, Shipley and the Kanimbla Valley are full of residents, domestic stock and wild
life whose quiet enjoyment of their lifestyle will be impacted by this proposed airfield.

Local Medlow Bath residents, Katoomba, Bell, Lithgow and further afield residents will also be impacted.

To sum up : | am against this airfield and the way in which the operators obtained the lease without local
considerations being taken into consideration.

Yours Unhappily,



From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 11:47 PM

To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au

Cc: bluemountains@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Subject: (LX 602686) Commercialisation of Katoomba Airfield

To Whom it May Concern

I am writing to voice my strong objection to the commercialisation of Katoomba Airfield.

The Blue Mountains are a place of refuge: for Sydneysiders, for visitors from all over the world, for people
who live there. People go there because it is wild. People go there because when you stand on the cliff tops
looking over the green expanse of the Grose or Jamison Valleys you see nothing but unbroken green. When
you walk in them you hear nothing but the wind in the trees, the lyrebirds, and the babbling of streams.
Having wilderness right beside a major international city is unique in the world.

In a world that is becoming ever busier, more developed, noisier and more hectic, tranquillity and
preservation of nature and wild places will become even more valuable in the years to come.

Commercialisation of Katoomba Airfield is not in the interest of the majority. As public land its use should
be of benefit to the majority of the public. The number of people who will benefit from commercial flights
is much smaller than the number of people who will be disadvantaged. The loss of amenity and a feeling of
being in the wild for those visiting, bushwalking or living within the vicinity of the airfield will be ongoing
and unavoidable and an invasion of their privacy and rights. The commercialisation is trading economic
benefits and an additional entertainment option for people who already have many for a loss of amenity for
many.

I believe the Crown land should be transferred to the Blue Mountains National Park. In this way the public
amenity of the surrounding areas will be preserved for the public. The airstrip should be preserved for
emergency use.

Because the proposed commercialisation is of most concern to locals, you will probably receive submissions
predominantly from locals. This does not mean that tourists, both local and overseas, won’t have an opinion
on commercial helicopter flights, nor that they won’t be appalled if they go ahead. Thus the consideration of
the proposal to commercialise the airfield should not only take into account who has written, but also the
surrounding land use, the reasons people come to the Blue Mountains, and the World Heritage and natural
values, and the position of the National Parks & Wildlife Service on the proposal. Not everything should be
for sale.

In conclusion, | object strongly to the commercialisation of Katoomba Airfield. The land should be
incorporated into the surrounding national park, and kept for emergency use only.

Yours sincerely,



From:

Sent: Thursday, 13 June 2019 1:13 PM
To: Airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: YKAT

| fully support the upgrading of Katoomba Airfield. It is in a bad state with 2 unusable runways. It will never be a
busy airport due to runway limitations and also the weather in the mountains. Thus whilst there may be some
helicopter tourist flights they would barely impact on the noise in the area. Already there are 'fly neighbourly
procedures’ to which responsible operators adhere. There is potential for the airfield to become a good community
centre with premises for a flying club, or flying school, vacant grounds for cadet camps etc. All this was in place in
the past prior to the new lease, and there were never objections.

The approach for light aircraft from the East is away from any house, and the approach from the west only passes 3-
4 properties. Helicopters can land and take off well away from any houses.

YKAT is a great place for emergency landings as it is situated between Bathurst/Orange & Dubbo to Bankstown
route. Also vital that the airfield is marinated for the bush fire season when the emergency service can commandeer
the field for firefighting equipment.

For the Airfield to remain viable it must be able to attract more traffic and contribute to the local economy and
tourism. The claims that there would be helicopter flights ever 20 minutes is spurious and unfounded. There is not a
big enough market for such activity. In the future technical advances will also lessen any noise footprints.




From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 8:27 AM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: LX 602686

To whom it may concern,

On behalf of_, please accept this letter of support to grant a lease to Derek Larson (Fly Blue) over
the Katoomba aerodrome.

is a helicopter charter business based a_ airport and has utilised Katoomba
aerodrome for many years. We offer one way and return transfers from Sydney as well as “day trips” in which
guests meet a local ground based tour operator to experience the area. During the 17/18 financial year, we
conducted 69 flights to/from the Blue Mountains and 74 during the 18/19 financial year. Without access to the
aerodrome, there is no where else to land in the Katoomba area.

Derek Larsen and Fly Blue have put together a comprehensive plan that will rejuvenate the aerodrome and have
considered the environment, local community and tourism to one of the country’s most sought after

destinations. _ provides unwavering support towards Fly Blue’s proposal as long as the aerodrome
remains accessible to all operators.




From:

Sent: Friday, 2 August 2019 2:53 PM

To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au

Cc: bluemountains@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Subject: 602686 Re Commercial Use of Katoomba Airfield.

ATT: Minister Pavey, Minister for Crown Lands
Dear Minister Pavey,

I am writing to express my concern over the possibility that the Katoomba Airfield will be available for
commercial lease. As public land situated in the middle of one of Australia’s most significant national parks
it would be an absolute travesty if this land was made available to a commercial enterprise, which will,
almost undoubtedly put profitability before environmental protection. Any commercial activity that this land
will be put to, and its attendant noise pollution, will inevitably compromise the integrity of the natural
environment and be a disturbance to surrounding townships.

We strongly urge you to put the environment and the wishes of the local people before profit and deny the
use of the airfield to commercial interests, keeping it available for emergency use only. We strongly wish to
see this public land put back into the national park.

Thank you for taking this submission into consideration.

Regards

I acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, in particular the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation on whose land | most
frequently work and the Darug and Gundungurra people on whose land | live. | acknowledge that their spiritual connection is
unceasing and | pay my respects to their elders past, present and future.



From:

Sent: Monday, 22 July 2019 8:50 AM

To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Cc: lobbyists@elections.nsw.gov.au

Subject: reference: 602686

To the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment,

I sincerely object to the proposal of the use of Katoomba airfield, Medlow Bath, for tourist flights for the
following reasons:

Any use of the airfield that will have or is likely to have a significant

impact on its World Heritage values would breach the (Commonwealth) Environmental
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act. It would require a full Environmental Impact
study and the approval of the federal Minister for the Environment. No such study has been
done, nor any such approval given.

The major impact would be noise, especially from helicopters and low-flying aircraft. This
not only affects all those who wish to enjoy the park in all its grandeur and spectacular
scenery, but also the wildlife. The park protects a large number of threatened, rare and
restricted species. Australian record on extinction is very poor.

The airfield is within 10 kilometres of the townships of Katoomba, Medlow Bath and
Blackheath, so also of the Centre, all of which would be affected.

The current commercial lease process is in direct contradiction of the land assessments and consultations carried out
in the past.

The community engagement policy of the Department has been

flawed. Public drop-in sessions have been held, but the rooms were too small, and the
public’s comments were not recorded as they should have been. The department’s
submission form is misleading.

The airfield property is zoned E3 (environmental conservation under the Blue Mountains
Local Environment Plan) and an aerodrome is not a permitted use.

| propose that the Katoomba Airfield should be merged into National Park as should have happened in
2008. It could still be used for emergency purposes.

Kind regards,




From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 9:16 PM

To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Cc: katoombaairfieldcommunitygroup@gmail.com
Subject: Useof Katoomba Airfield LX602686

Dear Crown Land NSW,

The Grose Valley just below the Katoomba Air Strip, is a place that myself and so very many other folk regualrly enjoy
for bushwalking, canyoning, plant research, art projects, bird watching and relaxation. Wonderful memories are made
here, in the peaceful environment of the Blue Mountain's National Park. They are places much enjoyed by so many
people both alone and together with family and friends.

Today | walked to Lockley's Pylon with a group of friends, and we picniced there along with a with a steady flow of
families from the Blue Mountain's and elsewhere. A little further along the escarpment edge a young couple flew their
drone. The noise was a little bit iritating, disturbuing the quiet whilst we took in this magnificent view, and enjoyed this
precious time.

My thoughts are that it would be terribly sad to destroy the wonderful experiences unique landscape like this offers for
S0 many people, for the pleasure of a noisy joy flights, affordable to very few.

In fact if noisy helicopters were to fly in this area | would most certainly drive further west, to find places more
peaceful, for my recreation, art and relaxation. | would consider moving to a less developed area also. These thoughts
are shared amongst the wonderful friends that | enjoy bush walking with.

Joy flights in this peaceful location would change the area completely - it would be a terrible mistake to allow this to
happen.

Thank you of your consideration.



From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 8:04 AM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Ref No 602686

As a resident of Blackheath in the beautiful Blue Mountains | strongly object to the proposal to lease the
Katoomba Airfield to a commercial enterprise for helicopter tourism. Why has the government considered
this without proper consultation with the community and full disclosure of the details.

This is a greedy grab for money by the super rich and the government. It would damage the environment
and create extreme noise which would be deleterious to the wildlife and residents alike. It would create a
severe safety risk to pedestrians and motorists. Increased traffic on the GWH would be hazardous. Sending
heavy vehicles onto Station Street, Rutland and Grand Canyon Roads which are totally unsuitable for heavy
vehicles is a dangerous prospect. These roads have no footpaths forcing pedestrians to walk on the road.
There is no street lighting, they are narrow, have sharp bends, blind crests and overhanging trees. The
airfield should be reserved for emergency use and be managed by the National Parks.

We do not need any more tourists who think that they can do whatever they wish in our towns. Already they
are swarming all over the place. It is unsafe to drive on our local roads because tourists are standing in the
middle of them taking photos!

What are you doing to the World Heritage Status of the Blue Mountains National Park with this proposal
and the proposal to raise the Warragamba Dam Wall?

Do not wreck my environment,
Yours faithfully,

Ii' Virus-free. www.avast.com



From:

Sent: Wednesday, 3 July 2019 9:01 AM

To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: LX 602686

Flag Status: Flagged

To who it may concern:

This email is in support of the reopening and proposed upgrade for Katoomba Airfield and am fully in
support of FlyBlues proposal as outlined.

The route over the Blue Mountains to Lithgow is problematical but is the only direct means for an aircraft to
access the west from the Sydney Basin. While practical it is dangerous but is the only space in the area that
is known as "tiger country" as in the event of an emergency there is a chance of crashing close to an area
that could provide rescue in a timely manner to you and your passengers.

An airfield at Katoomba could boost economic activity in the area or save lives by providing an option to an
aircraft in distress while offering a foothold in the mountain area in the event of a natural disaster.

This proposal has my full support

Yours sincerely




From:

Sent: Monday, 29 July 2019 12:38 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: 602686

Dear Glen Bunny,
Re # 602686 regarding submissions as objections to the proposed lease of Katoomba Airfield.

lam a_ who spends much of my leisure time bushwalking in the Grose Valley
wilderness area & escarpment trails surrounding my home.

I’'m a member of the Upper Blue Mountains Bushwalking Club & have been Canyoning & Rockclimbing in these
remote areas for 30 years.

My friends & neighbours choose to live in a beautiful, peaceful area adjacent to a National Park & World Heritage
Wilderness area, & many of us are prepared to commute long distances to work.

| object to the proposal to lease the Katoomba Airfield as a commercial venture on the grounds that the aircraft
noise will adversely affect the lifestyle of thousands of residents like me who choose to live here for the peace &
tranquility of the natural environment.

No one objects to the use of the Airfield for emergencies, such as for Firefighting or Medical Aircraft.

Presently there appears to be no limit on the number of aircraft movements or any indication of the height of the
flights above the Grand Canyon or the actual Grose Valley floor.

Leaving these vital details to a “neighbourly agreement” is patently ridiculous, when the submission involves a tiny
minority of business shareholders making money at the expense of the peaceful lifestyle of many thousands of
Blackheath/Medlow Bath residents & other land users enjoying our National Park.

Please reject the commercial lease of the Katoomba Airfield.

Yours Sincerely,

Sent from my iPhone



From:

Sent: Tuesday, 30 July 2019 8:42 AM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Ref No 602686

I am strongly opposed to the plan for using this Crown Land for private commercial purposes. In its present
state it complements effectively the quiet and peaceful natural character of the adjoining National Park,
together with avoiding the proposal’'s noisy and unnecessary helicopter flight impacts on the widespread
residential and commercial areas of the broader Blue Mountains.

Therefor, rather than allowing its use as a commercial tourism-driven and noisy airfield, it should be
incorporated with the nearby National Park so that its ongoing contribution to the Blue Mountains heritage
values will be assured. That will enhance and support the style of tourism on which the area currently
thrives.

I have no objection to an emergency airstrip continuing operation at the site - that is of ongoing value to the
Blue Mountains community and also those who visit the Mountains to enjoy their unique attractions.

| trust that you will take account of my reasons for opposing the airfield proposal when deciding on the
application.

Yours sincerely,



From:

Sent: Thursday, 25 July 2019 10:28 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Ref. No 602686

The future use of the old airfield at Medlow Bath is concerning.

The granting of a commercial lease for the land is totally contrary to the character, the beauty and the
charm of the Blue Mountains. As the old airfield is public land, it should be transferred to the National
Park that surrounds it, maintained ONLY as a dirt strip for emergency use (e.g. bushfires, lost tourists, etc),
and protected forever like the National Park itself.

Residents of the Blue Mountains are already expecting an increase in air traffic with the eventual opening
of Sydney's second airport; we don't want more, especially the noise of helicopters and other aviation
tourist aircraft. The environment is a National Park - to be enjoyed by residents, visitors and, of course,
wildlife in its natural tranquility. And "National" means for the whole of Australia, not just for a
commercial interest to intrude and dominate its skies.

Thank you for your consideration,

Yours faithfully,



From:
Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 11:57 AM

To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: (LX 602686)
Dear Sir/Madam,

| am writing to object to the proposed lease of Katoomba Airfield at Medlow
Bath to a private company for commercial and tourism purposes.

This land should be incorporated into the National Park and a basic airstrip
maintained for emergency purposes.

The location of this site is close to many bush walks, canyons and the
peaceful enjoyment of the mountains and the experiences people come here
for (both residents and tourists) will be lost to noise pollution if the lease is
allowed to proceed.

The private lease of this airstrip would be for the benefit of few to the detriment
of many.

Please transfer the land to National Parks. | am sure many locals would assist
in the maintenance of the airstrip if this is a concern for National Parks to
administer - we all benefit from it in times of bush fire and other emergencies.

| hope this submission is taken into consideration.

Yours sincerel




From:

Sent: Friday, 2 August 2019 11:26 AM

To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Katoomba Airfield LX602686

Dear Sirs

1. I object to a Commercial Lease for this Public Land.
2. Please put the land into the National Park.
3. Keep the airfield for Emergency Use Only.

Residents of the Upper Blue Mountains already have to cope with:

a. 24 hour noisy trucks up and down the Mountain;

b. Being harassed by the same trucks when we don't drive "fast" enough;

c. Freight train brakes screeching all the way down the Mountain;

d. The 24 hour aircraft noise we will have to endure when the new Airport operates;

e. Traffic jams every public holiday when visitors crowd our roads - we have to sit in the same traffic, there
are no back roads to go around.

According B.M.Council figures, there were 4.7 million visitors in 2018;

f. Over half of the year is spent on bush fire watch - Tourist helicopters would make it every day of every
year;

g. Who would pay for the Fire fighters and rescuers if there was an accident - and who pays for the cleanup;
h. Low flying helicopters send vibrations down to the ground. We live on a huge rock - this enhances and
echoes the noise. When a Helicopter flies over my house, the floor vibrates and it hurts my ears.

The Blue Mountains are not just important for New South Wales and Australia, they are WORLD
HERITAGE LISTED. A massive task to gain that accreditation. Please, think again. No more noise.

Yours sincerely

2nd August 2019



From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 10:51 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Submission to the Commercial lease of Katoomba Airfield LX602686

Dear Sir/Madam,

We are writing a submission to you to strongly object to the proposed commercial application of Katoomba Airfield for the
purposes of Helicopter joy flights LX602686.

There is nothing “joyful” in the exposure to the ongoing and hideous noise impact of flights nearby to areas of our Blue
Mountains National Park and World Heritage Area.

As long term Blue Mountains residents, we highly value these unique ecosystems and the peace and quiet that this precious
area provides.

It is also of deep concern the impact on flora and fauna that helicopter movements in and around the Airport will create in
regards to noise and air pollution.

Add to that the fear of a human error resulting in an accident and chemical contamination on land or water sources or
additional risk of a helicopter crash in a bush fire prone area.

Hence, we would like the state government to incorporate the airfield into the Blue Mountains National Park and for the
airfield to be used only for emergency services.

Yours sincerely,




From:

Sent: Thursday, 25 July 2019 1:47 PM
To: Airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Katoomba airport

Dear Scott Mullen

| object to the proposed development of Katoomba airport to allow joy flights on the grounds of unnecessary and
very intrusive noise and the pollution these air craft will cause. They are totally alien to the ethos of a World
Heritage National Park

When helicopters have to land at Murray Park about 1km from my home, the noise is horrendous and it goes on,
sometimes for hours, making it impossible to garden or just relax outside (and even inside it is impossible to escape
the incessant drone as the aircraft circle, sometimes for hours.) Given the Wentworth Falls site is used only for
emergencies so has infinitely less usage than proposed for the Medlow Bath site, | contend it is totally irresponsible
for government to even consider such an invasive change for a hitherto very quiet area. And these helicopters will
not just stay in the vicinity of the airport, they will make life unpleasant for homeowners and visitors alike.

Additionally, with part of the Sydney water catchment area so close it seems doubly irresponsible to allow polluting
aircraft access to the area. Helicopters and light planes helping out during times of emergency are acceptable,
necessary evils. Joy flights to enrich a few business owners at the expense of the wider community are not.

Sent from Mail for Windows 10



From:

Sent: Friday, 14 June 2019 4:51 PM

To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Katoomba Airfield

Hi

I'm writing the email in support of development proposed for Katoomba Airfield | live approximately 2 km
from the airfield as the crow flies and do not have a problem with the airfield being used for commercial
development.

| believe this publicly owned airfield and has been used for joy flights sense the mid seventies.

There is a new brand of persons trying to stop all development in the mountains these persons have what
they want and don't want any one else invading their space.

I'm totally in support of the airfield development.

Thanks-



From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 4:32 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Ref No 602686 - Medlow Bath Airfield

Dear Department of Industry (Crown Lands) Staff,

It is with great concern that | write to you regarding the future use of a piece of
Crown Land in Medlow Bath, NSW. This particular piece of land is about 5 minutes'
drive from my house at Blackheath and, as a local resident, it shocks and saddens
me to think that this small area of land, located within the Blue Mountains National
Park which surrounds this World Heritage-listed area, could become the base for
aviation tourism and regular helicopter activity.

I strongly object to this land being used for any kind of commercial activity,
particularly activity that will significantly disrupt the peace and quiet of our World
Heritage Area. This is an area of natural and cultural significance and should not be
used to entertain tourists. The area is filled with native wildlife and vegetation that
will be changed forever should commercial activity be allowed to intervene in the
serenity of the National Park.

What really needs to occur with this particular stretch of land is that it be transferred
to National Park land so that it can be looked after and protected forever. That way, it
can be enjoyed by everyone, not just tourists with enough money to go on noisy
helicopter joy flights!

I have no objection to the landing strip that is currently in place being maintained for
emergency use only. This has been the case for a very long time and should continue
in its current format. Because this area is prone to bushfires, it is essential that the
emergency landing strip be kept.

Thank you for taking the time to read my concerns.
I am very hopeful that reason and common sense will prevail along with
consideration for the long-term health and well-being of the area, its residents, and

its fauna and flora.

Kind regards,




From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 6:19 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: (LX 602686)

Being a local resident of Katoomba, | am deeply concerned about the impact of noise from aircraft flying
over our National Park. Not only will bird life be affected but also the thousands of people who come for the
peaceful bush environment that is so unique.

I have lived here for 38 years and in the past few years, since the Western Airport went ahead, there has
been a massive increase in large and small aircraft flying over the Upper mountains, and it is already
disturbing to go for a half hour bush walk and here at least 4 aircraft.

Helicopters and light aircraft taking off and landing from Katoomba and flying wherever they please really,
is a very bad idea for tourism as well , all for the gratification if an elite few and profit for some private
company.

I'm hoping common sense will prevail here.

Get Outlook for Android




From:

Sent: Monday, 8 July 2019 1:32 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Objection to commercial development of Katoomba Airfield. Ref No 602686

Dear Sir/madam

| am q from Katoomba. | have lived and worked in the Blue Mountains for most of my life. | study, paint
and promote the wonderful flora and fauna of our local bushland

I would like it to be recorded that | object to the development and commercialisation of Katoomba Airfield at Medlow
Bath.

It should be included in the surrounding national park and kept exclusively for emergency use. No conflict of interest.

The Blue Mountains National Park is World Heritage. National Parks are supposed to be about retaining wild heritage
values for the long term.

Our national park is valued by many as a quiet and peaceful escape from encroaching development.

The ultimate attraction of our beautiful lookouts and bushwalks is being able to look over, or immerse ourselves in,
untouched, peaceful and unsullied bushland. Repetitive helipcopter and small plane joy flights will destroy the
wilderness values most people come here for.

In a world of fast accelerating climate change from burning fossil fuels, the last thing we need is fuel-guzzling

helicopters - just for fun. We need to move to lower impact ways of doing things.

Please do not put the high end entertainments of the few above the peaceful enjoyment of nature by the many. We
are destroying what we love.

Yours sincerely




From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 6:46 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Ref. 602686

To whom it may concern

As a Blue Mountain resident living in Blackheath | am very concerned about the proposal for commercial use of the
Katoomba airfield.

The airfield is surrounded by a World-Heritage listed National Park that attracts millions of tourists every year for its
beauty and serenity. In close proximity are several bushwalks, including the popular Grand Canyon Walk, which is
enjoyed by numerous people every day.

A commercial license to a private business would allow commercial flights including helicopter joy flights in this
serene, quiet environment and would destroy not only its attractiveness to tourists and bushwalkers but also would
impact the residents of surrounding villages greatly by the noise of these aircraft, especially the rotary aircraft.

| strongly object for this public land to be used for commercial purpose, as it will impact on residents as well as
tourists seeking to enjoy the tranquillity of the Blue Mountains

A commercial license will impact everyone in the Upper Mountains but a single company running its business out of
the airfield

As the airfield is Crown Land and belongs to all Australians it should be transferred to National Park and kept as an
emergency airstrip only



From:

Sent: Thursday, 1 August 2019 2:04 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Ref No 602686

As a resident of the Blue Mountains National Park | wish to register my objections to the proposed plan to allow a
long term lease of the Old Medlow Bath airfield on crown land for aviation tourism and helicopter use.

My concerns include:

1. NOISE FACTOR from takeoff and landing of helicopters which would destroy the peace and tranquility of this
World Heritage area.

World Heritage areas on crown land should always be protected.

Bushwalkers would lose the attraction of the peaceful atmosphere offered in the area.

2. Noise factor from low flying aircraft.

3. Disruption of bird migration routes and damage to local native fauna.

4. If the runway is sealed, there will be the ability for light planes to take off and land adding to the noise factor. A
working dirt strip should be kept for emergency use only.

With appreciation for your attention.



From:

Sent: Monday, 15 July 2019 6:47 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Re proposed commercial lease of old airfield near Medlow Bath Ref 602686

To whom it may concern

I am writing to express my strongest objection to the potential granting of a long term lease for commercial
purposes for the old airfield at Medlow Bath.

This is a piece of crown land surrounded on all sides by the World Heritage Listed Blue Mountains National
Park.

This long term lease would allow for the the use of the land for aviation tourism including helicopter use.
Noise from this helicopter use would be deeply disturbing not only for the population of the Blue Mountains
but also for the hundreds of thousands of bushwalkers and tourists who come to the Blue Mountains to
experience the unique peace and serenity that this world heritage park offers.

In addition I strongly object to this piece of public land being used for commercial purposes. To avoid this
ever being an issue again in the future, this land should now be transferred to the national parks and
protected for ever, with a working dirt strip kept at the airfield for emergency purposes only.

| ask that you act to preserve the beauty and undisturbed natural environment of this unique area.

Yours sincerely



From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 3:38 PM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Submission regarding commercialisation of Katoomba Airfield LX 602686

I am writing regarding the proposal for Katoomba Airfield to be leased for use as a site for helicopter flights. | have
been a resident of the upper Blue Mountains for 20 years, and, like many others, | moved here to enjoy the natural
environment. | am also a psychologist, and am aware of the real benefits to wellbeing that come from being in
peaceful, natural environments. | am highly concerned about the impact that helicopter noise will have on the
experience of people who live in, and visit the upper Blue Mountains. | have spent a considerable amount of time
travelling both in Australia and overseas, including in natural environments with helicopter joy flights. As a walker in
the Bungle Bungle National park in WA, | remember the experience of peace that came at the end of the day when
the last flight had landed. | also remember the sense of intrusion and anger | felt while climbing in the Alps in
France, with helicopters roaring past all day. My own experience is far from unique. A very brief look on google
scholar yields numerous research articles on visitor experience and helicopter noise. This research shows that
people visit national parks not only for the visual beauty they contain, but also for the peace and quiet, and the for
the natural soundscapes. However, visitors to parks report experiencing less natural beauty, peace, and tranquillity
in areas where there are helicopters, and consistently rate their experience much less positively if they are exposed
to helicopter noise.

The Blue Mountains is the city in a national park —we are proud to be a world heritage listed area. Importantly, we
are a community that relies on tourists. The commercialisation of Katoomba Airfield will no doubt provide financial
gain for the operators, but this should not come at the expense of the wellbeing and experience of the rest of us,
including tourists and those of us who live here. Instead of commercialisation of the airfield, this area should
become part of the National Park.



From:

Sent: Sunday, 4 August 2019 11:16 AM
To: airfield.submissions@crownland.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Ref No 602686. Katoomba Airfield

Dear Department of CROWN LAND
| write to you as a concerned resident of Blackheath, NSW.

I am very, very concerned about the proposal to grant a long term lease of Katoomba Airfield (located in the
next suburb of Medlow Bath) for commercial purposes.

Please note that | strongly object to this proposal.

Katoomba Airfield is a piece of CROWN land located in a world heritage a